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Cadet Abdizta Aga, was the centre of focus of the fascism
authorizes at the concentration camp.
He was watched more closely than his prison mates since his
enthusiasm for liberty and escapes even at the risk of his life,
was reflected by this ccin tenuous guarrel with the prison
officers. This made it the more difficult for him to attain his
goal. With the understanding that he would not succeed by
fights and rows, he decided to play it in a softer way. The
fascist authorities hand by this time started doubting his
sanity, for he had on several occasions refused to eat and
drink for a number of days. The fact that they thought he
was a loony suited his plans to gain the end he desired.
Shortly alter he was sent to 2 lunatic asylum for a check up,
where the doctor on duty affirmed his insanity. He was taken
back to camp after a number of injections and an order for a
change of diet. He was locked in a private cell and watched
constantly through key holes ete, and being fully aware of
this Abdissa played his part 9 that of an insane prisoner of
war) perfecily,
Three days later the prison officérs decided to call in a doctor
since Abdissa's condition was worsening. On sight, Abdissa
jumped on the doctor and had him on the floor, scratching,

pinching and biting him. The doctor who had never
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undergone such an Leperience staried screaming and x:._:_i..
fiercely to escape [rom whit he imagined o be a :E.ﬁ%
sannibal. On arrival the guards lighted their flash .cs?m sinee
the cell was dim. They saw the scared, little, bald doctor flash
U_..H.Em since the cell was dim. They saw the scared, little, bald
doctor panting heavily, Sweat running down his tore wﬁ.ﬁ.
wriggling on the rough ficor of the cell under the .q_ﬁ.mé
ﬁﬂmmmcg of the prisoner. The oards moved in g:&aﬁﬂ@
and tore them apart. By that ﬂ._E,ﬁ maore mﬁwﬁnm arrived and
Abdissa was handeuffed. The doctor on returning to the office
recommended that Abdisa be allowed to mix with other
prisoners since his insanity was the result of a psychological
¢ffect that arose from isolation, The doclor would not have
writien this prescription if he had known what was to follow
as a resull,
According to the doctor’s prescription, Abdissa was allowed ﬁw.
loiter around the prison campus with those “less dangerous
prisoners. Three days later Lhere was & surprise attack on the
camp [t was heavily bombarded by allied planes, aritl ".:n
prisoners outside and the guards reattered around Eoﬁ.ﬂ_ﬁm
for shelter. After the bombardment, a foll-call indicated that
séven  prisopers were missing, but nobody seriously

considered that they had escaped. Where could they go? They
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do not know the surroundings. But that fact that »2mong the
missing seven was the mad Ethiopian rose some sypeculation,
and a hot speculation.

Was the speculation worth it? Yes the mad Ethiopian
(Abdissa) and the other six, all Yugoslavians, After escaping,
made their way to a forested mountain some twenty miles
away there they met other escaped prisoners (mostly
Englishmen and Yugoslavians) which made the number of
escapees’ 31, There Abdissa influenced his comrades that if
they went back te the camp, they would be able to get some
arms and ammunition. Of the thirty-one present, only sixteen
were willing to gamble their lives for 2 mission who looked
destined-to-be-doomed since only weapons they possessed to
face the heavily armed guards of the prison were, five
bayonets, one pistol ene gun and three grenades. The season
was to their advantage, fit for espionage work. When the
following night the sixteen volunteers made their way
through mist and rain, even considering this advantage, their
friends: said good-bye to them with the sign, doubting their
return, clearly visible on their faces.

(To be continued)
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(Centinued from yesrerday issue]
By Expositor

The whole surrounding scemed 10 take part in the conspiracy

against the violators of all natural and human laws. It was dark,

misty, and the rain came down in showers- all supporting and
hatred on pushed the gallants their way uncertain of what the
next instant would bring but always sure of their determination

to act, and act bravely. The searchlight beamed to their

direction as they neared the camp.

Something was heard, something like the sound of fool-steps.
Now they could be spotted at any moment — given a swing of
unfavorable luck. At the far end of the gate, they percelved a
dark figure of a man moving towards them, His light machine
gun pointed towards them and his head swung up and down as
if he had seen something in front of him. Could be see the men
in the dark? Did the search light help him discover those men

who had only nature on their side? No one could tell!

He still moved forward and towards where they lay. The man

sjowed his pace, looked in front of him for a time, And turned

back. He did not sec them. The search-light was too weak to
spot anybody in the misty darkness beyond and the man was
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sleepy. His «ther friend lay al the other end ¢f the gate. It was
only sleep nor was death too far.

When they got within a short distance of the prison they
crawled slower than beforg! The search-lights were beaming
above their heads covering the far distant fields. Now they could
all see the wired fence behind which lay a fortified wall with the
blue barrels of machine guns pointling out at a short distances
from each other- They were but a very short radius from the
guards" quarter when thunder and lightening shocked the
daring sixteen. For 4 fraction of a second an effervescent light
intercepted the pitch darkness and the two guards who were
shoring heavily were elarmed and jumpet 1o attention with their
Beretta sub-machine guns ready to scatter slugs. One of the
guards cursed ‘purco Dic” as he rolled in to his blankets and his
comrades stated making, the rounds. While all this was
happening, the braves lay silent. They lay silent as the guard
placed towards them and moved close when he walked in Lhe
upposite direction.

One of the sixteen was now ready to dispose of the guard who
was lingering sleepily some nine feet away. But as he raised his
arm to strike, the guard suddenly started coughing and the
sound of it froze the brave who slowly retreated to whare his,

friends lay silent. This needed guts. Adbissa moved in .bayonet
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i hand, and got closer to the sjard wha stood against the wall
with his eyes hale closed. He was silenced. Now the rast movet!
in and pinned the sleeping guard to his wooden bed. Not a
sound was made while all this was going on.

Without undue delay, wo of the gallants fitted in the enemy
uniform and started making rounds. Once in the camp, They all
knew their way around, They evenn knew how Bm:y. guards
patroiled that section of the prison at‘a time. (They all escaped
from there]. OF the six guards who were on night duty five had
to meet there fate, while one was 1o act at gun point. Abdissa
told him to take them to the barracks of the eam-boss or else,
they would drive the living daylight out of them- with a Wmuosn.ﬂ.
At that, the guard agreed to act accordingly, The guard knocked
at the door of his boss and carried out his instructions. He told
r:._.. armﬂ a big armed forcer dressed up instantly mn_a opened
the door. As he appeared in uniform a gun cracked and he
collapsed rolling down the stairway down 10 the ground below.

Abdissa shot him in the head. There was no mercy war i war.

Before the guards in the barracks could dress, the gallants had
armed themselves to the teeth and surrounded the arms ms.:..m
and harracks: Following this the prisoners in the coricentration
carp, numbering four hundred were set free. The store was

broken open and arms, food and clothing were at their disposal.
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Now they had to act quickly they had only three hours before
day break. They discovered a military track with an Italian guida
who knew the surroundings like the palm of his hand. 1t did not
take long to load the track with the spoils which they had got
through risking their lives. In hall an hour they were on their
way to the mountain, with a heavy rain wetting them to the
skin. They could have made the way in a little more than two
hours if it had not been for a large number who were weakened

by hungerand ill treatment at his concentration camp.

No wonder, the attack on the camp was automatically
reported 1o the fascist authorities in the nearby villages. A large
foree followed them in military vehicle and by seven in the morning
they were within firing range. The track on which they had loaded
their spoil was unloaded and all four hundred armed themselves
and scattered in the bushes around (many were not in a position to
fight). After a brief moment of hide and seek they were engaged in a
fierce battle that marked the beginning of their historic heroism.
Alter resisting for aboutl two hours, the gallant soldiers had to
retreat towards: the mountain. By the time they reached camp, of
the four hundred who took off from the concentration camp, only
two hundred and eighty were left; most of these survivors were
Yugoslavians among who were, hive Ethiopian braves.

[To be continued)
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THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD
The Story of A Hero Patriot of The jtalp-Ethiopian War
By Expositor

(Continued {rom last week)

Change is the inescapable rule of their life: nigh follows day,

darkness follows :m.ﬂ and the smallest fraction ‘of a second

icle of ever-c ing time
instantly loses itseif into the next particle of ever-changing

- the healer and maker of all wounds. Life and death dominate

the world in a rhythmic pattern. The glorious colors of spring
succeed the dullness of winter and the most rapturous hours,
the gloomiest day. This is the order of things that makes the

world full of philosophical heretics; many of them warshipping

change itself at the expense of undeniable reality. This is what

makes life uncertain- full of unloreseeable vicissitudes.

It was success last night, but who could foresee the sufferings

that were to come? Who could look deep into the limbo of
impenetrable futurity? As the sun was setting beyond the
distarit hills, painting the skies with deep crimson many w_nrm._a
ﬂ.?,u last beauty of dusk and disappeared as the sun did,

i i . blood.
painting the dusty earth with a deeper crimson- human

Darkness dominated

the area while the last murmur of
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deductive weapuns deceased and silence follovai Now and
them groans and shrieks was extremely cold but neither the
braves nor the enemy dared to strikes a match. At one time one
of the weary gallants could not stand the biting cold, and in an
effort to. make a fire he stnick a match which gave a yellow
light. AL the same instance a gun echoed, the hero gave a cry of
agony and died with the lame.

Many of the gallants, whe had long suffered the hardships of
the concentration camp, dropped under the weight of their own
arms. Almost all of them had no food for many hours past and
the attack last night had spared them no energy at all, Others,
mostly civilians had almost no experience in handling the
dreadful no experience in handling the dreadful weapon. They
only had the will to react against the lyranny of death and the
intolerable living their number was decreasing fast — 400,280,
and last might one seventy [live. Many of the'one seventy five who
survived: last night’s attack departed to their heavenly lot. The
remaining two had much more determination than practical
ability and the sufferings of their dying fellows “steeled” the
escapees. Every one had his chance of happiness and sorrow,
but not one could be sure when the alternative instant would
come:

186

RO WS B2 NAAE LT

Now it was dawn and in ke gathering twilight of day breal,
Abdissa worked up with poor expectations- to find all or most of
his men dead. It was not as bad as he thought. Of course he
had lost many, but the loss on the other side was much more

severe, Besides the heavy causalities that befell them, around

‘one hundred and five died on both sides. Anyway, the tide was

to the advantage of the gallants; since they won the hartle and
the ltalians retreated withswhatever was left of their men. The
braves. spent many hours of the previous night treating their
wounded comrades, Here Julio a British Major and Abdissa got
together and before long the three agreed to change position.

The following ten days in the new hideout were quiet and the
gallants had time to have better gequaintance among them and
to plan for the future. They all of them, discovered that they
possessed one thing in common- unyielding courage and
determination to fight for ene cause; liberty. It was here that the
three men who guided the destinies of the braves had their first

real and truitful exchange of views,

Their talks ¢hange the entire [ace, of their fight. So [ar, these
gallanis were Tunners and the enemy the pursuers; they were
the defenders and the fascists the attackers. But now it was
going to be different. The three leaders decided that they should

also attack, attack the enemy wherever they found them, and lat
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them know that they were no more escapees or prisoners of war,

but gallant fighters- fighting for the cause of liberty.

On the tenth day in the new hideout, one of the scouts appeared
at the camp with hot news. He reported that a German aircralt
that flew over the area for a couple of hours had landed some
miles away. The anti-fascist (talian scout was sent back to the
spot disguised as a fascist carabineer to find out the number of
soldiers and what the purpose of their landing was. On
returning the scout told the gallants that there was a number of

Germans well armed acting under the command of 2 major.

Abdissa and Julio realized that a hot day was awaiting them;
and without delay the quickly selected twenty three men and
moved te the sport. Tow hours later they viewed the aircraft and
some people busily mapping the surroundings. The Germans
were being surrounded, but did not know who surrounded
them. Nonetheless, they opened fire the propellers of the plane
started shooting the plane ran across the leveled field and was
in the air in a moment. The pilot escaped looking down he

watched with grief some of his comrades facing death bravely.

{To be continued)
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The Story of a Hero- Patriot of the ftalo —Ethiopian War

(Continued from yesterday's issue}

These prisoners, most of whom were not very familiar with
fascist weapons and with open warfare, were ordered by Abdissa
who had taken command, to leave the highways and retreat
towards the rugged mountain. At the same time fifteen men
were selected, armed with submachine guns, and installed in
carious places to resist the®enemy who were following closely in
arthored vehicles.
Now that the prisoners had taken the rough tracks as an escape
route, the enemy force started lagging behind; since once, on
the highway, the armored vehicles were unable to penetrale the
rocky terrace. The enemy had but one choice to pursue on foor.
So far those selected fifteen did not pull their triggers and each
lay in his hole ready for the signal to fire they plannied an
ambush something like seventy- five fascist soldiers jumped off
their vehicles and made their way towards the escaped
prisoners. A tense melodrama filled the atmosphere as the
Italians unknowingly walked into the trap. The big moment the
ambush was coming.
Then there was but one ward-fire!l Fifteen submachine guns

spoke in reply and about thirty Italians fell within a matter of
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one ¢r two minutes. The surprise attack was so sudden, so
unexpected, that they did not have time to look for shelter.
Besides, there was no shelter and if there were any, it was
occupied by the gallants. One after another the fascist troops
fell bullet spattered and the jest twenty or so managed to get
back to their vehicles. The vehicles stared in the opposite
direction but it was not long before they appeared again. For
two days the gallants either laid an ambush or made a surprise
attack and the enemy was finally demoralized and asked for
reinforcement.

At the end of the second day the enforcement arrived in tanks
and heavy armored tracks and the fifteen started up the
mountain to join the nest that have by now got to their
destination. The enemy though, did not find it difficult to find
their way and two hours later. They attacked the mountain hide
out. Once on the mountain, the prisoners had organized
themselves and formed three divisions. A British of facer
commanded one division a Yugoslav hero by the name of jukio,
the second division; and Abdissa the rest. In turn these
divisions were divided in to smaller groups. Now the battle
started taking the shape of a guerilla warfare, to which the
organized Italian military was not used. For nearly two hours

attacks and counter-attacks took place and at seven o'clock in
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